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What We’ll Look at Today…
Strategies, resources and ideas for:

•maximizing student engagement through playful literacy activities that 
connect reading, writing, word work and oral language 

•designing a literacy block that allows for meaningful connections 
between reading and writing activities 

•creating a framework for literacy mini-lessons, with considerations 
for powerful and differentiated small group work  

POPEY co-planned this workshop's objectives in consultation with SD 48’s 
District Partners & Director of Instruction - Learning Services



Play-Based  
Literacy Learning



Word Work 
Concepts of Print 

Phonological Awareness 
Letter Knowledge & Sounds 

 High Frequency Words 
Vocabulary 

Spelling & Word Study

Oral Language

Reading 

Active Read Aloud 

Shared Reading 

Guided Reading 

Independent Reading 

Writing 

Modelled Writing 

Shared/Interactive Writing 

Guided Writing 

Independent Writing

Adapted From - Guided Reading Basics - Jamison Rog & The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell

Comprehensive Literacy Framework



I do, you watch

I do, you help

You do it together

You do, I help

You do, I watch

Gradual Release of Responsibility: Scaffolded Support



Why Play-Based Learning?

‣ they can work in their natural language & learning environment - which is 
play 

‣ they have choice & have opportunities for communication & collaboration 

‣ experiences are open-ended

Adapted from - Purposeful Play - Mraz, Porcelli & Tyler

Kids learn best when:

continued...

‣ they know it’s okay to take risks 

‣ they have ownership over their learning 

‣ they have opportunities to develop their creativity



‣ they experiment with newly developed ideas, share insights and learning 
with friends 

‣ they have opportunities to access content in various forms & with higher 
levels of thinking

…continued

‣ learning connects to their passions, hearts and imaginations 

‣ when they can move - another mode of learning & expression 

Kids learn best when:

Adapted from - Purposeful Play - Mraz, Porcelli & Tyler

Why Play-Based Learning?



For You

POPEY Activity Packs

4-2-1

‣ Individually generate four words that capture the most important aspects of 
what you have just read.

‣ Share your four words with your group and compile a list of the words 
that you all have in common. 

‣Determine the one word or big idea that best represents what you just read.

‣From this list, determine two words that you all agree capture the most 
important aspects of what you just read.



open-ended 

varied forms 

opportunity 

creativity 

experimenting 

risk-taking 

ownership 

learning

Engaging & Accessible Learning Opportunities



Brain Compatible Activities
Engaging all four of the learning modalities:

From - Formative Assessment in a Brain-Compatible Classroom - Tate

brainstorming & 
discussion 

humour 

figurative language 
metaphors, similes… 

mnemonic devices 

cooperative groups 

‘you’re the expert’ 
kids teaching each other 

storytelling

Auditory

drawing & artwork 
field trips 
games 
mnemonic devices 
graphic organizers 
word webs 
manipulatives 
hands-on activities 
experiments, building… 

project/inquiry 
based learning 
technology 
writing activities

Tactile

graphic organizers 

word webs 

word clouds 

figurative language 
metaphors, similes… 

mnemonic devices 

project/inquiry 
based learning 

technology 

visualization 

visuals

Visual

drawing & artwork 

field trips 

games 

movement 
body breaks, yoga brain gym… 

role-play 

dramatic play 

work work play

Kinesthetic



Brain-Based Literacy Activities

‣ read to stuffed animals 
‣ act out the story 
‣ read around the room 
‣ read a story using 
character voices 

‣ partner reading 
‣ be a detective 
‣ retell a story- favourite 
parts 

‣ retell a book - written 
‣ book review  

(video, podcast, writing…) 

‣ group discussions 
(literacy circles, literacy 
centres, book clubs….)

‣ silly sentences 
‣ write an ABC book 
‣ write a “how-to” book 
‣ show your story 
‣ you're the expert 
‣ snail mail 
‣ re-writing a story-act it 
out 

‣ write a screenplay 
‣ be a writing thief! 

(using books as inspiration…) 

‣ tech writing 
(using tech/apps to create…)

‣ letter sort 
‣ letter dance 
‣ make letters 
‣ tactile letters 
‣ guess the letter 
‣ alphabet art 
‣ alphabet hopscotch 
‣ name detective 
‣ making words 
‣ sorting words 
‣ word hunts 
‣ word games 
‣ illustrating words 
‣ be a mind reader

‣ theatrical retelling a book 
‣ use puppets to retell a 
book 

‣ use props to retell a book 
‣ adapt a book - make a 
movie 

‣ reading a reader's 
theatre script 

‣ performing reader's 
theatre 

‣ write a play & perform it 
‣ creating ads for 
performances 

‣ critical thinking questions 
‣ ‘would you rather’ 
questions 

‣ examining pictures/
illustrations & discussing 

‣ free play

POPEY K-3 Literacy Centres

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Centres.pdf


How am I going to teach, using different means of representation?  

How am I going to connect with the students, using different means of 
engagement? 

How am I going to assess student learning, allowing them to use different 
means of expression?

These questions address the learner variability that exists 
in every classroom in every school. 

If we can predict it, we can plan for it.

UDL’s Essential Questions:



Buddy Book 
Walk

Inquiry Project Possibility

image from Jane Yolen

Adrienne Gear’s Top Ten Books About BoxesThe Most Magnificent School Project

http://janeyolen.com/works/what-to-do-with-a-box/
https://readingpowergear.wordpress.com/2016/06/07/top-ten-tuesday-top-10-books-about-boxes-yes-i-said-boxes/
https://readingpowergear.wordpress.com/2016/10/02/the-most-magnificent-school-project-using-picture-books-to-promote-school-wide-critical-thinking-project/


Adrienne Gear - J. W. Sexsmith - Vancouver

School/Classroom 
Sample

Using Picture Books to Promote School-Wide Critical Thinking

https://readingpowergear.wordpress.com/2016/10/02/the-most-magnificent-school-project-using-picture-books-to-promote-school-wide-critical-thinking-project/


Adrienne Gear - J. W. Sexsmith - Vancouver

School/Classroom 
Sample

Using Picture Books to Promote School-Wide Critical Thinking

https://readingpowergear.wordpress.com/2016/10/02/the-most-magnificent-school-project-using-picture-books-to-promote-school-wide-critical-thinking-project/


Scaffolded & Differentiated Small Groups

What Can It Look Like?



Small Group Considerations

Adapted From - Small Group Literacy Instruction Webinar - Gravity Goldberg

Guiding Questions Can Include:

✓how can small groups support students’ growth in reading, 
writing & word work?

WHO & HOW?

✓how can information from observations & assessments inform how 
groups are formed?

✓how can small groups be planned for & scheduled as part of a literacy 
block?

https://www.drgravitygoldberg.com/


Grouping for Instruction

data should be used to determine groups 
progress should be monitored to allow for flexible groupings 

grouping decisions can be based on: 

‣  student learning profile (including readiness to learn) 

‣ interest 
‣ student need 

‣ student choice 

‣ random groupings 

‣ homogeneous (organizing by ability) 

‣ heterogeneous (or multi-level/mixed ability)

Adapted From - Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System and POPEY Planning Strategies to Consider

students shouldn't be in the same group for long periods of time

additional info about grouping

WHO?

https://popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Planning%20Strategies%20to%20Consider.pdf
https://fpblog.fountasandpinnell.com/teacher-tip-how-to-create-dynamic-guided-reading-groups?utm_content=79522922&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter


Powerful Small Group work

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

✓ Rally 
‣ convey the reason for teaching the principle you are about to focus on 
‣ build students’ commitment to the work and how it will fit with their 
ongoing work

✓ Activate learning  
‣ involve students in a quick warm-up  
‣ gets them doing some work that reminds them of prior learning

✓ Launch 
‣ detail the work students will do to engage with the principle, and 
then get them started

includes some of these components:

HOW?

continued…



Powerful Small Group work

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

✓Work side by side 
‣ actively observe, monitor, guide and support students’ work and efforts

✓ Challenge 
‣ either lift the level of the work all students are doing, or 
‣ channel students to continue working with less of your support

✓ Teach toward tomorrow 
‣ explain ways the work of the small group can affect students’ ongoing work as 
readers and writers 

‣ channel them to apply the principle to their ongoing reading and writing

HOW?
….continued



Workshop Format

Adapted from: Units of Study - Writing - Calkins & Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg & The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

mini-
lesson/
focus 
lesson

independent time

Teacher is: 
• conferring with students 
• teaching small groups 
• providing mid-workshop small 
teaching moments

Students are: 
• working privately  
• working with a partner 
• working in a group

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

★ celebration

WHO & HOW?



Scaffolded Support for Reading

Reading TO Children

Reading Together

Reading WITH Children

Reading BY Children

Active Read Aloud

Shared Reading

Independent Reading

Reading WITH Children

‣ Literacy Centres 
‣ Reading Workshop Partners 
‣ Book Clubs

‣Guided Reading  
‣Small-Group Reading 



• pretend, imitate & practice reading behaviours

• begin to understand concepts of print

• become familiar with words, letters & rhymes 

Early

The Developmental Stages of Reading

Emergent

• know how to break words into letters &/or sounds

• know that print represents sounds & words

• understand most concepts of print

• know how sounds translate into letters & letter clusters

• develop decoding & problem solving skills

• acquire a collection of high frequency words

• rely on pictures, initial consonants and other cues

• identify words with greater skill & ease 
• apply more complex comprehension strategies

• have a bigger bank of sight words

• stronger decoding skills

• cueing systems to support comprehension

Fluent

Adapted from - A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading - K-3 - Ontario Education



Mini-Lesson Format
Connection

• connect the context of the day’s teaching with the work the class has been doing  
• name the teaching point for the lesson 
• about 1 minute

Teach
• crystallize what you plan to teach in this mini-lesson - today’s goal & steps to reach it 
• provide concrete instruction to demonstrate today’s skill or strategy 
• 2-3 minutes

Active Engagement
• “Now you try it” - and provide students with a little bit of guided practice (scaffolded learning) 
• everyone has a go, working with a partner or small group, while the teacher listens and coaches 
• 2-3 minutes

Link
• re-state the teaching point – connect it to not just today, but every day 
• they go and do their own work – working independently & collaboratively with their partners 
• about 1 minute

Format from - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

= 10 minutes



Talk the 
Talk

‣We want to talk the talk of bears

Adapted from - Units of Study in Reading - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

What words might I run into?

• when you start to read about a new topic - you want to think - 

‣What are some keywords about bears that we already know?

• we’re going to read a book about bears 



Read-Aloud

image from getepic.com



Talk the 
Talk

• think about the lingo you’re going to find in your books

Adapted from - Units of Study in Reading Grade 2 - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

What words might I run into?

• choose your own non-fiction books - based on the animal of your choice

• talk the talk of your topic in your small groups

‣What are some keywords that we already know?

• read your book with your small group - notice when you read the lingo you 

brainstormed!



‣ having time to talk 

‣ open-ended questions - with opportunities for all children to participate 

‣ scaffolded speaking, listening, reading and writing activities 

‣ discussions about independent reading & writing

Effective Routines for Developing Oral Language

Students should have daily experiences with:

Adapted from - Comprehensive Literacy Resource Book - Kindergarten - Trehearne & Nancy Updegraff - Learning Sciences International

‣ listening to educators model speaking in complete sentences 

‣ language games, word-play activities, drama centre, role plays, sharing… 

‣ using pictures to generate, reinforce & link new language and vocabulary



‣Guided Writing  
‣Small-Group Writing

Modelled Writing

Independent Writing

Shared &/or Interactive 
Writing

‣ Literacy Centres 
‣ Writing Workshop Partners 
‣ Writing Clubs

Scaffolded Support for Writing

Writing FOR Children

Writing WITH Children

Writing Together

Writing WITH Children

Writing BY Children



• oral language can equal print

• imitates adult writing

• understanding concepts of print

Early

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario EducationAdapted from:

The Developmental Stages of Writing

• groups sentences into paragraphs

• uses forms for the appropriate audience

•follows the steps of the writing process

•writes for a variety of purposes

• uses a variety of spelling strategies

Fluent

•writing is used to communicate a message

•begins to understand the purpose for writing

• uses some basic writing forms

•expresses ideas in simple sentences

•often uses inventive spelling

Emergent

http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/Guide_Writing_%20K_3.pdf


POPEY Activity Packs

For You

✓with your writing partner/group - reflect on a animal you just read about

✓with your group, list out 5 important facts, statements, etc. about your animal 
‣count out each fact on your fingers 
‣talk the talk of your animal - use the lingo!

You’re the 
Expert



www.bighugelabs.com  with images from www.getepic.com

Using Technology…

______________
____________ ______

________________
______

___

______________

http://www.bighugelabs.com
http://www.getepic.com


✓ choose how you’d like to show what you know about your animal:

Trading Card Movie Poster Magazine Cover Other?

POPEY Activity Packs

For You

✓ write &/or draw about your animal - you’re the expert now!

You’re the 
Expert

✓ use the lingo of your animal - label your pictures



__________________________________________

Habitat:

Appearance:

Predators/Prey:

Babies/Life Cycle:

By: ________________________________________



__________________________________________

Fact 1:

By: ________________________________________

Fact 2:

Fact 3: Fact 4:



__________________________________________

By: ________________________________________

Facts:



Produced By: _____________________________________________



“The goal of word work is to help children become 
active word solvers who can recognize words, take 

them apart or put them together, know what 
they mean and connect them to other words."

From - Comprehensive Literacy Resource Book - Kindergarten - Trehearne 



Effective Routines for Developing Word Solvers

‣ scaffolded reading and writing activities 

‣ alphabet games, stories, poems and songs 

‣ predictable charts

Adapted from - Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten; Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne 

Students should have daily experiences with:

‣ sound activities - sorting, blending, substituting, matching 

‣ letter and word sorts 

‣ making words activities

‣ word and sentence segmenting activities  

‣ syllable sorting and segmenting activities 

‣ word wall activities 

‣ word guessing games



✓ Transferable to students’ reading and writing

✓ Efficient 
‣ 15-20 minutes 
‣ only 1 part of our literacy day

✓ Strategy-based 
‣ teach a strategy that is needed 
‣ AND help them to know HOW, WHEN & WHY to use the strategy

✓ Engaging 
‣ include stories, games, songs, chants, poems, manipulatives… 
‣ we hope for 90% of students are engaged 90% of the time

Guiding Principles for Word Work

✓ Research-based 
‣ we need to be able to support our teaching choices - how, who, why? 
‣ flexible enough to support all learners in the classroom

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project



Adapted From - Month-by-Month Phonics & The Teacher’s Guide to the Four-Blocks - Cunningham, Hall & Sigmon

Word Walls

✓adding words gradually 
‣5 a week is a common suggestion

We want to DO our Word Wall - not have a Word Wall

✓making words accessible to the kids 
‣easily seen (including Portable Word Walls, as needed) 
‣clear printing/font 
‣words that are easily confused - different colours:

continued…

for from

thatthemthis



Adapted From - Month-by-Month Phonics & The Teacher’s Guide to the Four-Blocks - Cunningham, Hall & Sigmon

Word Walls

✓practice the words daily - chanting & writing 
‣not all students are visual learners - we need to engage ALL learning styles

✓variety of practice & play activities 
‣provide enough practice so kids can read & spell these words automatically

Word Wall words become “no-excuses” words by the end of the week

…continued

✓choose words carefully - what will have the most impact? 
‣pick words that the kids are needing for their reading & writing THIS WEEK



Word Awareness

www.litdiet.org

Word Wall I Spy: Guess the Word - Using the Word Wall



PALS - Sight Word I Spy

• one person will pick a word from the list that you want your partner(s) to guess 

• give 1-2 hint(s) to start with 

• hint should be based on the sounds or features in the word 
"the word has the short 'i' sound"  
"the word starts with ‘th'" 
“the word has two syllables 
“it’s a compound word” 

• hints are given until the word is correctly guessed - that person picks the next 
word 

• take turns so that each person gets a try

POPEY Activity Packs

Word Wall 
I Spy

For You

https://pals.virginia.edu/pdfs/activities/word-recognition/sight_word_i_spy.pdf


Grade One Word Wall Words

after

all

am

and

animal

are

at

be

best

because

big

boy

brother

but

can

can’t

car

children

come

day

did

do

down

eat

favourite

for

friend

from

fun

get

girl

give

go

good

had

had

have

he

her

here

him

his

house

how

I

in

is

it

jump

kick

like

little

look

made

make

me

my

new

nice

night

no

not

of

off

old

on

out

over

people

play

pretty

quit

rain

ride

said

saw

school

see

she

sister

some

talk

teacher

tell

that

the

them

there

they

thing

this

to

up

us

very

want

was

we

went

what

when

where

who

why

will

with

won’t

you

your

zoo

from - Carson-Dellosa Grade 1 Word Wall set

https://www.carsondellosa.com/products/119001--Word-Wall-Bulletin-Board-Set-119001


Grade Two Word Wall Words
about

after

again

are

beautiful

because

before

best

black

boy

brothers

bug

can’t

car

caught

children

city

clock

could

crash

crashes

didn’t

don’t

drink

eating

every

favourite

first

float

found

friends

girl

green

gym

have

here

house

how

hurt

I

into

it’s

joke

jump

junk

kicked

knew

line

little

made

mail

make

many

more

name

new

nice

not

off

one

or

other

our

outside

people

phone

played

pretty

quit

rain

really

ride

right

said

sale

saw

school

shook

sister

skate

slow

small

snap

sometimes

sports

stop

tell

than

thank

that’s

their

them

then

there

they

they’re

thing

those

to

too

trip

truck

two

use

very

wanted

was

went

were

what

when

where

who

why

will

with

won

won’t

write

writing

from - Carson-Dellosa Grade 2 Word Wall set

https://www.carsondellosa.com/products/119002--Word-Wall-Bulletin-Board-Set-119002


Grade Three Word Wall Words

about

again

almost

also

always

another

anyone

are

beautiful

because

before

buy

by

can’t

city

could

community

confusion

countries

didn’t

discover

doesn’t

don’t

enough

especially

everybody

everything

except

exciting

favourite

first

friendly

getting

general

have

hidden

hole

hopeless

I’m

impossible

independent

into

it’s

its

journal

knew

know

laughed

let’s

lovable

myself

new

no

off

one

our

people

pretty

prettier

prettiest

probably

question

really

recycle

right

said

school

something

sometimes

terrible

that’s 

their

then

there

they

they’re

thought

threw

through

to

too

trouble

two

unhappiness

until

usually

vacation

very

want

was

wear

weather

we’re

went

were

what

when

where

whether

who

whole

winner

with

won

won’t

wouldn’t

write

your

you’re

from - Carson-Dellosa Grade 3 Word Wall set

https://www.carsondellosa.com/products/119003--Word-Wall-Bulletin-Board-Set-119003


From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Teaching Word Families is High Impact Instruction

There are 37 word families that can help kids spell about 500 words 

The word families help kids make C-V-C words and also teach children a 

foundational spelling strategy

One known word can help you spell other unknown words - fit, sit, bit 

Once writers understand a word family, sometimes they can then begin to 

recognize that short vowel sound in other words, too.



Buddy Book Walk

image from amazon.ca

Mentor Text to Launch Word Work Activities

https://www.amazon.ca/Rhyming-Dust-Bunnies-Jan-Thomas/dp/141697976X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1524856199&sr=8-1&keywords=rhyming+dust+bunnies


Roll-a- 
Word

POPEY Activity PacksFCRR - Phonics - Letter-Sound Correspondence - 2-3

• taking turns, roll the onset and rime dice  

• blend the onset and rime and say the word 

i.e. - c/at = “cat” 

• write each word as you make them - real or nonsense words 

• underline the real words and put an "X" through the nonsense words

For You

http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3Phonics_1.pdf


Rhyming Dust Bunnies

By:____________________________

-ar words -at words

-ug words -og words



POPEY Activity Packs

Word 
Families

• you will all have a chance to explore some hands-on activities with a few 
different word families:

use your vowel, alphabet, and blends/digraphs charts to help!

For You

• see how many words you can make from each word family

all ake
opat ug



Word Work Must Be Transferred

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

The goal of word work instruction is to support kids’ progress 
as readers and writers.

‣ instruction in Word Work matters because it enables reading & writing 

‣ the pace & content of your Word Work needs to align with the work the 
kids are doing as readers & writers

word work activity        finding words in books          finding words in their writing 

‣ the sequence of your high-frequency words/word wall words should align 
with reading & writing instruction 

‣ your activities should connect:



GPS devices offer: 

• just-in-time, individualized support  

• continuous progress monitoring, feedback, and course corrections  

• a wide variety of choices for how to enter information and receive feedback 

• suggest multiple routes to take 

• respond to changes in traffic patterns and suggest alternative routes 

• accuracy; leading to the desired outcome for almost every user, on almost every 

trip

Think of how Global Positioning Systems (GPS) 
have transformed navigation.

This is what all our students need.



lisa@popey.ca

@POPEYBC popeybc

*additional resources to support today’s learning 
are at the back of the eHandout

POPEY
Provincial Outreach Program 

for the Early Years
Lisa Thomas

www.popey.ca

pinterest.ca/popeybc

www.popey.ca

mailto:lisa@popey.ca?subject=
mailto:lisa@popey.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/POPEYBC
https://www.instagram.com/popeybc/
http://www.popey.ca
https://www.popey.ca
https://www.pinterest.ca/popeybc/


Additional POPEY Docs to Support

Comprehensive Reading - Activities & Levels of Support 

Comprehensive Writing - Activities & Levels of Support 

Language Games to Support Phonological Awareness

K-3 Literacy Centre Ideas

Literacy Instructional Strategies

Planning Strategies to Consider

Planning & Strategies to Support English Language Learners

Universal Design for Learning Supports

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Comprehensive%20Reading%20-%20Activities%20&%20Levels%20of%20Support_0.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Comprehensive%20Writing%20-%20Activities%20&%20Levels%20of%20Support_0.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Language%20Games%20to%20Support%20Phonological%20Awareness_0.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Centres.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Instructional%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Planning%20Strategies%20to%20Consider.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Planning%20and%20Strategies%20to%20Support%20English%20Language%20Learners.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/UDL%20Supports.pdf


unless otherwise noted, images from:

Educlips

Presenter Media

Storyblocks
more info links are available on our website

Info Links

more videos are available on our website

Videos

BC Ministry of Education - ELA Curriculum

Balanced Literacy - Ann Arbour Public Schools

Action Plan: Collecting Evidence of Observations and Conversations 

4 Year Old’s Problem with New Year’s Resolutions

Read to Them…Just Because…

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading - K-3 - Ontario Education

Importance of Reading

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

Meerkat Falling Asleep

Grouping Students Based on Need

Small Group Reading - Fluency

Sources

https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/EduClips
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Additional Information 
& Support



✓toe ups ✓lunges ✓walking in place

✓head rolls ✓shoulder rolls ✓pull shoulders

★Where do you hold your stress?
‣ neck and shoulders - we need to relax them!

★How can we get both sides of our brain engaged?

✓airplane arms

‣ cross-lateral movements 

✓turns/punches ✓opposite knee taps ✓tap opposite ankle - behind

 Adapted from - Martha Kaufeldt

‣blood pools in our legs - we need to move them!

Wake Up  
Our Brains!



Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project & POPEY Language Games to Support Phonological Awareness

Components of Word Work

• letters 
• books 
• left-to-right directionality

concepts of print

• sentence awareness 
• word awareness 
• syllable awareness (onset & rime) 
• rhyme awareness 
• phonemic awareness (sound level of words)

phonological awareness

• letters 
• letter names 
• letter sounds 
• letter-sound correspondence 
• letter formation 
• upper case & lower case

letter knowledge & sounds

• blending 
• segmenting 
• word patterns 
• word families 
• vocabulary

word knowledge/word solving

high frequency words

• find & use 
• read 
• write 
• learn

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Language%20Games%20to%20Support%20Phonological%20Awareness_0.pdf


POPEY  
Docs

www.popey.ca

Planning Strategies to Consider
POPEY’s copies

http://www.popey.ca


Effective Routines for Supporting Literacy Development

Students should have daily experiences:

✓talking with peers about reading and writing, and orally answering 
open-ended questions 

✓ listening to educators model speaking in complete sentences and 
reading aloud fluently 

✓echo reading and choral reading to help build their own fluency 

✓participating in language activities, games, songs, poems, etc. that 
focus on word play and develop their word solving skills

continued…



Effective Routines for Supporting Literacy Development

Students should have daily experiences:

✓re-reading books and repeatedly listening to audio books 

✓reading and writing about topics they choose  

✓reading an “easy read” text they can understand and read with 
accuracy  

✓activating prior knowledge and experience to make connections to 
reading and writing activities 

✓exposure to the various aspects of writing: audience, purpose, 
process, elements, genres and formats

…continued



Effective Classrooms - ALL Learn to Read and Write 

 Adapted from - Classrooms That Work - They Can All Read and Write - Cunningham & Allington

skills and strategies explicitly taught & coached
• modelling & demonstration 
• kids practice & are coached - small group or one-on-one

variety of formats for instruction
• whole-class, small-group, collaborative, independent 
• groupings change regularly

wide variety of materials are used
• variety of texts, multi-sensory & first hand experiences

well managed & high levels of engagement
• safe & orderly environment, choice, collaboration 

continued…



 Adapted from - Classrooms That Work - They Can All Read and Write - Cunningham & Allington

comprehensive, balanced instruction
• teaching comprehensive skills & strategies

kids do a lot of reading and writing
• engaged throughout the day

meaning is central

• higher-level thinking skills, problem-solving & conversations

cross-curricular focus
• reading and writing is integrated into other content areas

…continued

Effective Classrooms - ALL Learn to Read and Write 



Mini-Lesson Format
Connection

• connect the context of the day’s teaching with the work the class has been doing  
• name the teaching point for the lesson 
• about 1 minute

Teach
• crystallize what you plan to teach in this mini-lesson - today’s goal & steps to reach it 
• provide concrete instruction to demonstrate today’s skill or strategy 
• 2-3 minutes

Active Engagement
• “Now you try it” - and provide students with a little bit of guided practice (scaffolded learning) 
• everyone has a go, working with a partner or small group, while the teacher listens and coaches 
• 2-3 minutes

Link
• re-state the teaching point – connect it to not just today, but every day 
• they go and do their own work – working independently & collaboratively with their partners 
• about 1 minute

Format from - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

= 10 minutes



Reading Workshop/Reading Block Structure

Adapted from: Units of Study - Reading - Calkins & Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg & The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

mini-
lesson/
focus 
lesson

independent reading time

Teacher is: 
• conferring with students 
• teaching small groups 
• providing mid-workshop small 
teaching moments

Students are: 
• reading privately  

read to self 
• reading with a partner 

read to someone

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

★ celebration



www.popey.ca

POPEY  
Docs

POPEY’s copies

http://www.popey.ca


Options for Assessment

Through

✓ oral or written retellings

✓ read alouds

✓ answering questions

✓ running records

✓ cloze passages

✓ written responses

✓ dramatic play

✓ group discussions (literacy 
circles, book club etc.)

✓ peer & self-assessments

✓ reading inventories & interviews 

Adapted from: Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten & Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne & BC Curriculum - ELA Curriculum

Observe & Notice What Students  
Know, Understand & Can Do

✓ structure & elements of story

✓ vocabulary to talk about texts

✓ recognition of text structures & features

✓ making meaning & connections

✓ use of pictures, patterns, memory & prior 
knowledge 

✓ retelling

✓ recognizing familiar words

✓ fluent reading - with comprehension, 
phrasing & attention to punctuation

✓ predicting

✓ monitoring

✓ self-correcting



Highlights of Strategies to Support
prompt

:generating questions 
about a text                
(before, during & after reading)

:talking to peers about 
texts read

:using prediction skills

:noticing: 
-when they get lost in the 
text 
-when to stop and re-read 
for clarification 
-when to stop and ask 
questions 
-how and when they should 
adjust pacing

model

:how to relate to texts 
& make connections

:how to visualize text 
by forming mental 
images

:prediction skills

:choosing just right reads

provide

:opportunities for retelling 
&/or summarizing 

-in manageable chunks

:quiet & relaxed 
environment 

:graphic organizers

:visual aids/key images 
for vocabulary

:examples of different text 
structures & genres 

 Adapted from - POPEY Literacy Instructional Strategies

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Instructional%20Strategies.pdf


Think About Yourself as a Reader

✦choose what you want to read 
✦ read for a variety of purposes 
✦have opportunities to read for long periods of time 
✦ respond through reflection, conversation, and collaboration 
✦ sometimes share your thinking and insights with others

From - Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades - Miller 

You probably:

think about how you can provide your 
students with these same opportunities...



Effective Techniques for Reading Instruction

Every Child, Every Day, Allington & Gabriel: Educational Leadership, March 2012

1. Every child reads something he/she chooses. 

2. Every child reads accurately. 

3. Every child reads something he/she understands. 

4. Every child writes about something personally meaningful. 

5. Every child talks with peers about reading and writing. 

6. Every child listens to a fluent adult read aloud.

From - 

The Six Elements of Effective Reading Instruction

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar12/vol69/num06/Every-Child,-Every-Day.aspx


The Knowledge & Skills Required for Reading

Oral language skills 

Ability to activate prior knowledge and experience 

Understanding of concepts of print 

Phonemic awareness 

Understanding of letter-sound relationships

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading - K-3 Ontario Education From - 

Vocabulary 

Ability to use the three cueing systems (Meaning, Structural, Visual) 

Ability to use comprehension and metacognitive strategies 

Ability to apply higher-order thinking skills

http://eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/Reading_K_3_English.pdf


From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Think of something that happened or something you did 

Practice telling a partner with a storyteller’s voice 

Pictures and words can tell who, where, and what happened 

Use speech bubbles

Cool! Wow!

Getting Ideas for Stories & Practicing Storytelling
Oral rehearsal (storytelling) helps young writers develop a sense 
of storybook language.



Fostering Comprehension in ALL Readers

✓A great deal of time spent reading 

✓Experience reading real texts for real reasons 

✓Experience reading a range of text genres that we want students to 
be able to comprehend

Adapted from - What Really Matters in RTI - Allington

Kids need:

✓A setting rich in vocabulary development through reading, experience, and 
discussions of words and their meanings 

✓A setting rich in high-quality talk about texts that have been read 

✓Lots of time spent writing texts for others to read

Readers read longer to get stronger!



Parts of the Reading Workshop - Nonfiction Sample

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Explain that learning about a topic involves understanding the language 
that explains it.  

Cite the kids’ abilities to talk the lingo of a high-interest topic 
(skateboarding, basketball, dogs…) - very quick oral discussion/sharing 

Name the teaching point:

Connection

Even before readers start to read 
a new nonfiction book,  they think, “What keywords do I 

expect to run into?” and they make a little list.   
Later, when they see one of those words in the book,  

they don’t get stuck.  Instead, they think, “I knew 
that word would be here!”



From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Brainstorm a set of words you’re likely to encounter in the book 
you’re about to read, and model getting stuck on one, once you 
start reading the book out loud.

Teaching

Parts of the Reading Workshop - Nonfiction Sample

Lets think of the words we already know about this topic.  

We should try talk the talk of tigers.  

What are some keywords that we might already know?



From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Set children up to anticipate keywords in new books, and then 
coach them as they read on the lookout for the keywords.

Active Engagement

Parts of the Reading Workshop - Nonfiction Sample

It’s time to try this in your own book - 
for real, with a brand new text!  

Get ready to talk the talk of your new book by thinking about 
what keywords you’ll probably meet inside the book. 

Now, begin to read just the first part of your 
book together, and be on the lookout for those keywords 

you’re expecting to see. 

Those keywords are helping you talk the talk 
right from the start!



From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Bring the readers back together to restate the teaching point, 
and remind them they can use this skill moving forward.

Link

Parts of the Reading Workshop - Nonfiction Sample

Readers, I can hear and see that you are starting to anticipate 
the keywords you’ll find when you read your new books. 

You are growing knowledge about a topic right away.



Strategies for Pre-Emergent and Emergent Readers

engagement 

noticing details 

word choice 

sequencing 

storytelling 

understanding genre 

monitoring for meaning 

supporting ideas with evidence 

inferring 

summarizing 

fluency & expression 

elaborating 

dramatic play

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo



Strategies for Engagement

focus 

monitoring engagement 

monitoring for meaning 

activating prior knowledge 

stamina 

book choice 

questioning 

visualizing 

improving reading rate 

recommending books

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo



integrating sources of information 

one-to-one matching 

decoding 

partner reading 

monitoring for meaning 

decoding multisyllabic words 

using structure as a source of information

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Constructing meaning from text - from three sources of info:  
meaning, syntax, visual

Strategies for Print Work



Strategies for Reading With Fluency

automaticity 

intonation 

expression 

phrasing 

partnership (with peers)

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo



Strategies for Supporting Comprehension in Fiction

determining importance 

retelling 

predicting 

visualizing 

monitoring for meaning 

questioning  

summarizing 

synthesizing

Understanding Plot and Setting

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo



inferring 

visualizing 

determining importance 

supporting ideas with evidence 

monitoring for meaning 

comparing and contrasting 

determining cause and effect 

interpreting 

fluency

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Supporting Comprehension in Fiction

Thinking About Characters



inferring 

synthesizing 

determining importance 

comparing and contrasting 

interpreting

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Supporting Comprehension in Fiction

Understanding Themes and Ideas



synthesizing 

determining importance 

summarizing 

retelling 

paraphrasing 

questioning 

visualizing 

comparing and contrasting 

inferring 

critiquing

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Supporting Comprehension in Non-Fiction

Determining Main Topic(s) and Idea(s)



activating prior knowledge 

visualizing 

monitoring for meaning 

determining importance 

summarizing 

retelling 

sequencing 

planning 

questioning 

inferring 

understanding cause and effect 

critiquing
From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Supporting Comprehension in Non-Fiction

Determining Key Details



visualizing 

questioning 

inferring 

summarizing 

synthesizing 

determining importance 

monitoring for meaning 

making a reading plan

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Supporting Comprehension in Non-Fiction

Getting the Most from Text Features



decoding 

word recognition 

word choice 

using words in a correct context 

monitoring for meaning 

inferring 

using references 

understanding how words work 

synthesizing

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Improving Comprehension in Fiction & Non-Fiction

Understanding Vocabulary and Figurative Language



active listening 

body language 

balancing conversation 

conversation-worthy topics 

staying on topic 

talk stamina 

determining importance 

offering new perspectives 

elaborating 

cooperating & collaborating 

thinking flexibly 

empathizing 

questioning & debating 

disagreeing respectfully
From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Supporting Students’ Conversations

Speaking, Listening, and Deepening Comprehension



connecting ideas 

visualizing 

making connections 

reacting 

quick jotting 

considering purpose for writing about reading 

determining importance 

comparing and contrasting 

summarizing & synthesizing 

inferring & interpreting 

questioning & critiquing 

elaborating 

considering new points of view 

revising ideas 

supporting ideas with reasons and text evidence

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Improving Writing About Reading



Adapted from: Units of Study - Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project and Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg

independent writing time

mini-
lesson

Teacher is: 
• conferring with students 
• teaching small groups 
• providing mid-workshop     
small teaching moments

Students are: 
• writing privately 
• working with writing 
partners (conferring, 
editing, etc.)

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

★ celebration

Writing Workshop/Writing Block Structure



www.popey.ca

POPEY  
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Options for Assessment

Observe & Notice What Students  
Know, Understand & Can Do

Through

✓ use of ideas

✓ use of organization

✓ use of voice

✓ word choice

✓ sentence fluency

✓ self-assessment

✓ peer assessment

✓ revising/editing

✓ writing attitude

✓ sharing writing/author's chair

✓ structure & elements of story

✓ literary elements and devices

✓ text features

✓ revising

✓ editing

✓ considering audience

✓ letter formation/printing/handwriting

✓ sentence structure

✓ conventions

✓ plan & create stories/texts

Adapted from: Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten & Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne & BC Curriculum - ELA Curriculum



provide

:variety of expectations for 
volume of writing created

:opportunities for students 
to record ideas/writing 
using technology

:opportunities for student 
choice 

-format, genre, topic 
-based on interest, need 
& support available

:pictures, books, objects - 
story starters/provocations

model

:how a community of 
writers can struggle & 
succeed together

:the writing process- 
-step-by-step 
-in manageable chunks 
-over several days

:how to plan & write using a 
variety of graphic 
organizers & planning 
templates

prompt

:writing for an audience 
& purpose

:prioritizing writing traits 
or elements of the 
editing process to focus 
on

:reiterating the purpose 
for a writing task in their 
own words

:using starter sentences, 
common vocabulary &/
or key words

Highlights of Strategies to Support

 Adapted from - POPEY Literacy Instructional Strategies

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Instructional%20Strategies.pdf


Why is Writing Instruction Important?

Adapted from - A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

✓write clearly and creatively to convey a message 

✓communicate ideas, thoughts, feelings & experiences 

✓understand that writing is a reflective & interactive process 

✓understand different purposes, audiences and forms for writing 

✓ have the tools & processes they need to express themselves effectively 

✓make connections to prior knowledge, other texts and the world around 
them

Children who become proficient, life-long writers:

Hi! Hello!

http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/Guide_Writing_%20K_3.pdf


Effective Routines for Writing Instruction

‣ oral language skills 

‣ activating prior knowledge and experience 

‣ understanding audience and purpose for writing 

‣ understanding the writing process 

‣ understanding the elements of writing 

‣ applying higher-order thinking skills 

‣ applying word work activities into writing tasks 

‣ exposure to a variety of text forms, genres, formats and electronic 
media

Students need exposure and practice with:

Adapted from - A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/Guide_Writing_%20K_3.pdf


Necessities of Writing Instruction

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

• Writing needs to be taught like any other basic skill, with explicit 

instruction and ample opportunity for practice.

continued…

• Children need to write for real, to write the kinds of texts they see in 

the world, and to write for an audience of readers.

• Children need to be immersed in a listening and storytelling culture 

where their voices are valued and heard.

• Children will especially invest themselves in their writing if they write 

about subjects that are important to them.

• Children need to be taught phonemic awareness and phonics.



Necessities of Writing Instruction

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

• Children need to be explicitly taught how to write; not just spelling and 

conventions, but also the qualities and strategies of good writing.

…continued

• Children need the opportunity and instruction necessary for them to 

cycle through the writing process.

• For children to write well, they need opportunities to read and to hear 

texts read, and to read as writers.

• Children need clear goals and frequent feedback, to know what their 

next steps might be.



The Writing Process

Pre-Writing/Planning 
‣ coming up with a topic and getting sources (as needed) 

Writing a Draft 
‣ putting out initial ideas - paper or digital form 

Feedback 
‣ from the reader or listener 

Revising 
‣ reflecting on feedback & incorporating it 

Editing 
‣ checking for & cleaning up conventions 

Finishing/Publishing 
‣ wrapping up - may include a final copy for a specific 

audience

Teachers need 
to model all 

aspects of the 
writing process 
many times so 
that students 

become familiar 
with each stage.

Adapted from -  The Writing Thief - Culham

HOW writing is created



The Traits of Writing

Ideas/Content 

Organization 

Voice 

Word Choice 

Sentence Fluency 

Conventions 

Presentation

From - Prompts for the Elements of Writing

The elements should NOT 
be taught in isolation but 
should be introduced in 
the context of daily 

language activities and 
mentor texts.

HOW writing is crafted

http://popei.sd38.bc.ca/sites/popei/files/resource_downloads/Prompts%20for%20the%20Elements%20of%20Writing_0.pdf


Parts of the Writing Workshop

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Show the children different kinds of books, pointing out that writers 
wrote them all. Tell children that this year, they’ll write too, producing 
books like those in your meeting area. 

Point out that if you are going to call children writers, they need time 
to write, and use that to introduce the daily structure of a writing 
workshop. 

Name the teaching point.

Connection

You think of something you know about, 
and then with drawings and writing,  

you put what you know on the paper.



Parts of the Writing Workshop

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Demonstrate how you go about making a teaching text - coming up 
with topics, then picturing those topics, and then getting ready to 
put what you know on the page.

Teaching

I could write about TV shows or dogs or bikes. 
I have a bike so I could teach other people about bikes. 

Now I am going to put what I know on the page 
by drawing my bike and writing about it.



Parts of the Writing Workshop

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Channel writers to think of a topic they could teach others and to 
tell what they might put on their page.

Active Engagement

Right now, think of what you know that you could teach others.  

Picture it…tell the people near you what you will draw and write about 
in your teaching piece. 

Writers, after you picture your topic, you need to put it on the paper.  
You can draw it and write words.



Parts of the Writing Workshop

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Remind children that they can write to teach people things, 
just like grown-ups.

Link

It’s not just grown-ups who can write 
 to teach people things.  

You can each write about something you know, 
teaching others about that topic.



Focusing in on What Matters

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

✦ explicit instruction 

✦ opportunity 

✦ practice 

✦ write for real 

✦ write as readers 

✦ immersion 

✦ listening culture 

✦ storytelling culture 

✦ voices valued & heard

✦ invest themselves 

✦ PA/phonics instruction 

✦ qualities of good writing 

✦ writing strategies 

✦ the writing process 

✦ read as writers 

✦ clear goals 

✦ frequent feedback



Documenting Conversations & Observations

• Keep a class list in the front of the binder for tracking your notes and to provide 
a quick reference for how frequently you are observing them. 

• Keep notes brief and focused 

• Keep comments objective

Tips for Establishing and Maintaining Anecdotal Notes:

• Make specific comments about student strengths 

• Record as the observations are being made, to help with accuracy 

• Record at different times and during different activities, to develop a balanced 
profile of student learning

From - Learn Alberta

http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mewa/html/assessment/portfolios.html


Writing Modes

✓Narrative 
‣ real or imagined texts/stories 

✦ to tell a story

Adapted from -  The Writing Thief - Culham &

✓Informational 
‣writing about topics students know or have researched 

✦ to explain, describe or inform

WHAT we write

✓Persuasive 
‣writing arguments to support claims or opinions 

✦ to convince using logic or reason

BC Ministry of Education - ELA Curriculum

different purposes for writing

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/


A Learning Pathway for Young Writers

Adapted from - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

will draw and write as motor activities 

will convey meaning in their drawings, but if they write at all, 
it may be unclear what their marks say 

will write - but seem to use random letters

Some children…

know some letters and sounds but don’t yet write them 

label drawings - but don’t yet write readable sentences 

write all-about books and stories (and other genres too)



reading writing aloud 

storytelling 

rehearsing 

drafting 

revising 

editing

From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Composing with Pictures



drafting 

generating and collecting 

developing 

revising

observing closely 

rereading and looking for patterns 

mining mentor texts for topics 

asking yourself questions 
plus 34 more strategies for this goal

personal narrative 

poetry 

persuasive/opinion 

fiction

From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Generating & Collecting Ideas

Processes (general) Genres

Specific Strategies



choosing 

generating & collecting 

drafting 

developing 

revising

narrative 

personal narrative/memoir 

informational/nonfiction 

persuasive/opinion

From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Writing with Focus & Meaning

Genres

Strategies



narrative 

personal narrative/memoir 

informational/nonfiction 

persuasive/opinion 

procedural

rehearsing 

drafting 

developing 

revising

continued…

Building a solid foundation and framework

From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Organization & Structure

Genres

Processes (general)



Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

…continuedWhere to begin & next steps

Strategies for Organization & Structure in Narrative Writing

Narrative Progression in Primary

sequential

beginning/lead

ending/closure

problem/solution story structure

rising action to build tension



Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

…continuedWhere to begin & next steps

Strategies for Organization & Structure in Narrative Writing

Opinion Progression in Primary

randomly lists reasons or facts to support opinion

beginning

ending/closure

facts organized into categories/reasons

beginning transition words used



Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

…continuedWhere to begin & next steps

Strategies for Organization & Structure in Narrative Writing

Informational Progression in Primary

gives information in a list

attempts to put related info together

organizes related info together in pages or paragraphs

ending/closure relates to topic

introduction relates to topic

transition words



narrative 
personal narrative/memoir 

informational/nonfiction 

persuasive/opinion 

procedural

details 

facts 

anecdotes 

dialogue 

inner thinking 

setting description

character description 

statistics 

reasons 

information 

direct quotes from interview subjects 

drafting 

generating and collecting 

developing 

revising

From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Elaborating

Strong Use of Purposeful Detail

Genres Processes (general)



From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Word Choice

What is it I’m trying to say? 

drafting 
generating and collecting 

developing 

revising

Processes (general)

Specific Strategies

write with authority 

precise nouns 

personify to bring objects to life 

verbs to match the meaning 
plus 28 more strategies for this goal



From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Writing Conventions

Spelling and Letter Formation 

drafting 
generating and collecting 

developing 

revising

Processes (general)

Specific Strategies

write, re-read, write, re-read, repeat 

part-by-part spelling 

visualizing 

use word wall words 
plus 18 more strategies for this goal



From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Strategies for Writing Conventions

Grammar & Punctuation

drafting 

generating and collecting 

developing 

revising

Processes (general)

Specific Strategies

read with your finger 

does it sound like a book? 

guess what! complete sentences 

repeated re-readings to check a checklist 
plus 31 more strategies for this goal

narrative 

informational/nonfiction 

persuasive/opinion

Genres



author’s day 

about the author 

time in the author’s chair 

reader’s theatre 

gallery walk 

creating a class book 

cross-grade buddy reading 

writing portfolios 

letter/tweet to the author 

illustrator-author match-ups

From - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Suggestions for Publishing & Celebrating Writing



www.popey.ca

http://www.popey.ca
https://popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Language%20Games%20to%20Support%20Phonological%20Awareness_0.pdf
https://popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Centres.pdf


Why is Word Work Important?

✓ knowledge of concepts of print and concepts of books 

✓ letter recognition 

✓ knowledge of letter-sound correspondences including knowing the 
patterns that occur in words

Word work helps children develop:

From - Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne 

✓ knowledge of ever-increasing core of high-frequency words 

✓ knowledge of a variety of strategies for solving words 

✓ fluent reading (speed, phrasing & comprehension) and writing



Simultaneous Sequence of Instruction
Teaching sequence that is supported by research:

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

phonemic awareness

✦learning to segment words into phonemes

✦blend phonemes into word parts & words

✦to rhyme & play with language

alphabetic principle

✦learning letter names

✦learning letter sounds

✦learning letter formation

concepts of print high frequency/
word wall words 



Options for Assessment

Observe & Notice What Students  
Know, Understand & Can Do

✓ concepts of print

✓ concepts of books

✓ letter/sound knowledge

✓word knowledge/word solving

✓ use of high-frequency words

Adapted from: Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten & Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne & BC Curriculum - ELA Curriculum

✓ phonological awareness

✓ conventions of Canadian spelling, 
grammar & punctuation

✓ letter formation

Through

✓ talking about words

✓ analyzing words

✓ sorting words

✓ connecting words with other words

✓ taking words apart

✓ building words

✓ reading

✓writing



provide

:opportunities to play 
many language games

:manipulatives & various 
materials for word study

:illustrations of words - to 
learn through visual 
representations

prompt

:active use of word wall/
vocabulary charts

:using “seek the part you 
know” 

:students look for familiar, 
smaller words 
:within a larger, unfamiliar 
word

:identifying & using  
prefixes, roots & suffixes

:using “say it and move it” 
-students slide letter 
manipulatives around as they 
blend letters & phonemes

model

:working & playing with 
words - to discover how 
words work

:use of rhymes & rhyming 
words

:how authors & writers 
work to spell words

:how to break compound 
words into smaller words & 
syllables

Highlights of Strategies to Support

 Adapted from - POPEY Literacy Instructional Strategies

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Instructional%20Strategies.pdf


Phonological Awareness

“The ability to listen inside a word" 
-Fitzpatrick



How, When & Why to Use Strategies

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

We need to to teach a variety of strategies 
to aid in reading & writing

‣ kids need to be taught the most high-utility phonics & be taught how to 
use what they know to be word solvers - it’s their super-power!

Readers need strong ear muscles to build 
their word solving super-powers

‣ there are systems & patterns to letters in English - we need to point out 
these patterns 
★ “How is this new word like the other words I know?”

‣ we need to teach & reinforce how, when & why they use their word solving 
strategies 



✓ early literacy concepts 
‣ including reading from left to right and voice-to-print matching

✓ phonological awareness 
‣ hearing sounds inside words 
‣ word, rhyme, syllable, onset & rime & sound awareness

✓ letter knowledge 
‣ how letters look, distinguish them, find in continuous text, use them in words

Adapted from - The Fountas & Pinnell Comprehensive Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study Guide - Fountas & Pinnell

✓ letter-sound relationships 
‣ connections  between letters and sounds - including combinations of letters 
‣ how these relationships are used in written language

continued…

Nine Word Solving Systems
Children need to develop skills in the following areas of learning:



✓ spelling patterns 
‣ looking for and finding patterns in the way words are constructed 

✓ high-frequency words 
‣ core of these words is valuable - to build reading & writing processing systems

✓ word meaning/vocabulary 
‣ knowing the meaning of the words in the texts students read & write 
‣ listening, speaking, reading & writing vocabulary all needs to be expanded

Adapted from - The Fountas & Pinnell Comprehensive Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study Guide - Fountas & Pinnell

✓ word structure 
‣ how words are related to each other and how they can be changed

…continued

✓ word solving actions 
‣ all previous areas 
‣ ‘in the head’ actions readers & writers use when applying word solving skills

Nine Word Solving Systems



Observe & Notice What Students  
Know, Understand & Can Do

Adapted from - BC Curriculum - ELA Curriculum

BC's Curriculum -

concepts of print

concepts of books

letter/sound knowledge

conventions of Canadian 
spelling, grammar & punctuation

use of high-frequency words

phonological awareness

word knowledge/word solving

letter formation



Options for Assessment

Observe & Notice What Students  
Know, Understand & Can Do

✓ concepts of print

✓ concepts of books

✓ letter/sound knowledge

✓word knowledge/word solving

✓ use of high-frequency words

Adapted from: Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten & Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne & BC Curriculum - ELA Curriculum

✓ phonological awareness

✓ conventions of Canadian spelling, 
grammar & punctuation

✓ letter formation

Through

✓ talking about words

✓ analyzing words

✓ sorting words

✓ connecting words with other words

✓ taking words apart

✓ building words

✓ reading

✓writing



Options for Assessment

Adapted from: Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten & Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne & BC Curriculum - ELA Curriculum

Observe & Notice What Students  
Know, Understand & Can Do

✓ volume

✓pace

✓ tone

✓articulation

✓ taking turns

✓asking questions

✓making personal connections

✓using sources of information and prior 
knowledge to make meaning

✓exploring oral storytelling

✓exchange ideas and perspectives

Through

✓interactions with peers

✓listening to how children talk 
about their own learning

✓stories, role-plays, sharing, self-
evaluations

✓listening to children's book 
responses

✓use of language strategies to 
support reading and writing

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts


Highlights of Strategies to Support
model

:how to retell instructions

:reading, miming, repeating &/
or illustrating stories 

-using drawings, pictures, 
gestures etc. 

:use of open ended questions 
-who, what, where, when, why & 
how

:use of higher level questions & 
answers during discussions

:how to adjust the speed & 
level of language

provide

:many opportunities for 
conversation - with different 
partners & for different 
purposes

:many opportunities for 
students to talk to peers about 
texts they’ve read & written

:information in a variety of 
different formats 

-visual, oral & graphical 

prompt

:explaining word meanings to 
each other 

-oral explanations 
-discuss topics of learning

:retelling of instructions to a 
peer 

:practicing how to develop ideas 
by thinking aloud 

:using illustrations in writing

 Adapted from - POPEY Literacy Instructional Strategies

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Instructional%20Strategies.pdf
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