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The play-learn connection

Play Today, page 22
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http://www.popey.ca/
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LIPY document 

• Intended to support K-3 teachers 
across BC
• Part One: Foundations for 

Learning
• Part Two: Connecting Learning & 

Teaching Practices

LIPY
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The CASEL framework

• SEL competence is associated 
with emotional competence, 
academic success, health and 
well-being
• SEL is not about compliance or 

social behavior expectations
• SEL is about developing an 

internal motivation for adapting 
to demands and challenges

LIPY, page 13
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Literacy and SEL

Photo credit: Megan Zeni
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Planning with play in mind

POPEY.ca
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A developmental systems framework

Implications for educational 
practice of the science of learning 
and development 
• The conditions we create as 

teachers that support supportive 
environments, productive 
instructional strategies, SEL & 
Systems of support

Darling-Hammond, L., Flook, L., Cook-Harvey, C., Barron, B., & Osher, D. 
(2020). 

8

The play continuum 

ADAPTED from LIPY, page 22: Photo credits Megan Zeni
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Affordances for play

Photo Credit: Megan Zeni; Affordanaces list: Gull & et al., 2019
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The play-learn connection

LIPY, page 21
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Free Play

Play Today, page 45
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Inquiry Play

Photo credit: Megan Zeni
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Collaborative Play

Play Today, page 53
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Playful Learning

Play Today, page 56
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Games with Rules

Play Today, page 61
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OPAL in schools

Zeni et al., 2025
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Taking literacy outdoors 

Outsideplay.org
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Learning Series Feedback
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Provincial Outreach
Program for the Early Years

Thank you from the POPEY team!
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