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A bit about me..

Passionate about read‘mg and
writing with kids

Classroom teacher

L‘\Temcy Learner

Mo of two amazing boys + the
best dog of all time




Session Goals...

o Clear understanding of workshop framework for writing in
primary grades

e Why bookmaking is it an important approach for our youngest
writers

o Get comfortable with (maybe) being a bit uncomfortable
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A place to start..

Shelley Moore

Presumed
Competence

Presumed Competence



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Mq8sQTEhG8

The BIG Idea: Spelling/VWord Making Developtnent is not the same as Writing Development

Writing development

As soon as they can talk and hold a pen they are ready to create and make

Composition Dimensions: Understanding About Books, Understanding About Process, Understanding About What it
Means to Be a VWriter

Gr1 Gr3+

Pre K/K Gr2

SpellingMord Making Development

DeveloPS a\ong a continuum - squ’\gg\e, letter - sound recognition, beg'\nmng & end sounds, efc

By Grade level there are a set of words that we do hold them to, so this is not completely open ended
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Core Beliefs

e Writing must be a predictable, dally routine

e The importance of book making

o Children need fo see themselves as writers, each with a unique identity

e Teachers must act as if children are capable, competent writers. Honour approximations
e WWriters need the disposition of risk taking

° Recogmze sTrengThs and teach from there




Core Bellef: writing must be a predictable, dally routine

" Writing workshop is a place where children's
first writing will be celebrated in all its glorious
approximation’

Lisa Cleaveland - Getting Started With Beginning Writers
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Core Bellef: writing must be a predictable, daHy routine
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Columbia University Teachers College Reading & Writing Project




Core Bellef: writing must be a predictable, dally routine

" \/\/r‘\’r‘mg mugm once or twice a week
s just frequent enough to remind
students that They cant write"

Donald Graves, 1983
Donald H. Graves

|
Fara




Core Bellef: writing must be a predictable, daily routine

VWriter's
Mechanics \/\/O VKS hOP Phonological

Of Awareness
Writing

Letter
Formation
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Core Bellef: writing must be a predictable, dally routine

" 1T 15 neither book reading and writing
Instruction nor phonics instruction, but both
You cannot have one without the other. I You
teach phonics without reading and writing, |
children cannot and will not use their knowle s

Heidi Anne Mesmer - Letter Lesson and First Words B e Ras s (R AT




Core Bellef: writing must be a predictable, dally routine

Within our mini lessons..

Word Making Composttion & Thinking
e Phonological awareness e Thinking about writing
e Phonics skills e Planning ideas
e Spelling e Planning how the book
e Letter Formation will go
e Conventions e VVriting across multiple

pages




Core Bellef: writing must be a predictable, dally routine

Weave In talk about written language

e LETTER FORMATION - Watch me make this K

o SPACES BETWEEN WORDS - Ive written Today is and before | write Monday | need
to move over and leave some space

e SVVEEPING BACK ATTHE END OF LINES - Here | am at the end of my paper, but I'm
not finished with my sentencel Let me sweep down and back

o PUNCTUATION - | will put a question mark here because we are asking a question

o CAPITALIZATION - I'm starting a new senfence here, so let me use a capital letter

o OSPELLING STRATEGIES - I'm going to say the word ‘snack before | write it, then I'm
going to write all the sounds | hear.

POPEYeh



Core Bellef: The Importance of book making

Making Books..
ls. IS not..
e Simple o A’One off activity

e \What children have the
greatest vision for

e The type of writing
they have seen the

SSwewnd

most

Book Making - Matt Glover



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1HL_1ZTrzQ&t=2s

Core Bellef: The importance of book making

Book maK\ng in action...

Lisa Cleaveland: Da\/ 1
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Core Bellef: Children need to see themselves as writers




Core Bellef: Children need to see themselves as writers

What do we see
this student
doing as a
write(?

What do we see
this student

doing as a : -

ceader? VWhat about oral
\anguage
deve\oPmenT’?

POPE Yet®


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1pfGcwum8mj-4j_D8KILrIneWLUtmmuTK/preview

Core Bellef: Children need to see themselves as writers

Wil - a writer



https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/d77IzklKYICiYSzWUR4aw0w0OFRyvuqD8bMBCNGb0kPlZIgeAkoU3znik6t_mReoRIiPRNZ06D8OtTmO.7YBU7OSsijWErYvE?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=l8kVd6mgQLW8OdTEC1zfwQ.1612990049883.1ed1689dfab37c6c8f8575c9acd52ec9&_x_zm_rhtaid=591

Core Bellef: Teachers must act as If children are capable, competent writers

Honor\ng Approx'\ma’r'\ons...

Looks like: Looks like: Looks like:
e Taking a childs e Believing that e Adults feeling
writing and seeing young kids are comfortable with
all they CAN do, not writers and NOT children’s
what they CANT doing their approximations so that
writing for them children also feel

comfortable with "not
Know'\ng“ and take a
risk anyway
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Core Bellef: Children need to see themselves as writers

|s this student a Wrriter?

The Ke\/ Is that “regardless of whether there
are words on the page or not, or how
approximated the writing appears, the child is
conveying a thought through symbols and

pictures on a page and is therefore writing”

(Glover, 2009)




Core Belief: Wrriters need to be Risk Takers

Why we dont need to write for students:

e Children can't read it
e \\e have no idea what kind of writing the child can do all on their own

e Ve run the risk of jumping the child ahead and outside of their zone of

prox'\ma\ deve\opmem

e \/\eaare send‘\ng the message that children arent rea\\y writers, that on\y

adults can to the real work of writing,

POPEYeh



Core Belief: Wrriters need to be Risk Takers

WHAT TO DO, WHAT TO DO




Core Belief: Wrriters need to be Risk Takers

What to do instead.. -

How to spell a word:

ﬂ Say the word /
X
Listen for all the sounds
- llq
R
3 Write all the sounds you hear

=/




Core Belief: Writers need to be risk takers

Phonemic Awareness - authentic
app\'\caﬂon

Erhi et al suggest that "phonemic
awareness is not taught for its own
sake but rather for its value in
helping children understand and use
the alphabetic system to read and
write’. Further, that it ought not to

be taught "olindly in isolation ad
nauseam without any connection to
read‘mg and writing’ (200D,



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Iy7zRFWczlaPiOSapm8FfBNk59mpgmcp/preview

Core Belief: Writers need to be risk takers

Lisa Cleaveland: Fearless SPe\\'\ng




Core Bellef: Recognize strengths and teach from there

Glass Half Full or Half EmpT\/
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https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/d77IzklKYICiYSzWUR4aw0w0OFRyvuqD8bMBCNGb0kPlZIgeAkoU3znik6t_mReoRIiPRNZ06D8OtTmO.7YBU7OSsijWErYvE?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=l8kVd6mgQLW8OdTEC1zfwQ.1612990049883.1ed1689dfab37c6c8f8575c9acd52ec9&_x_zm_rhtaid=591%20%20Pre%20School%20Writer

Core Bellef: Recognize strengths and teach from there

Notice & Name Strengths..

AS we ana\\/ze these writing samp\es;

e \What do we see these writers do'\ng’?
o \What m'\ghT be some next steps for these writers?

Matt Glover: Naming STrengThs

Min: 32:16



https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/d77IzklKYICiYSzWUR4aw0w0OFRyvuqD8bMBCNGb0kPlZIgeAkoU3znik6t_mReoRIiPRNZ06D8OtTmO.7YBU7OSsijWErYvE?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=l8kVd6mgQLW8OdTEC1zfwQ.1612990049883.1ed1689dfab37c6c8f8575c9acd52ec9&_x_zm_rhtaid=591%20%20Pre%20School%20Writer

Core Bellef: Recognize strengths and teach from there

Notice & Name Strengths..

AS we ana\\/ze these writing samp\es;

e \What do we see these writers do'\ng’?
o \What m'\ghT be some next steps for these writers?

Matt Glover: Naming STrengThs

Min: 32:16



https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/d77IzklKYICiYSzWUR4aw0w0OFRyvuqD8bMBCNGb0kPlZIgeAkoU3znik6t_mReoRIiPRNZ06D8OtTmO.7YBU7OSsijWErYvE?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=l8kVd6mgQLW8OdTEC1zfwQ.1612990049883.1ed1689dfab37c6c8f8575c9acd52ec9&_x_zm_rhtaid=591%20%20Pre%20School%20Writer

An Invitation..

What is one thing you
m\gh'\':

e Start
° STOP

o Keep




Resources

Engaging Young Whiters: Glover,

Already Ready: Glover.,

Getting Started with Beginning Writers: Cleveland & Ray
Letter Lessons and First Words: Messmer




Resources

Matt Glover: Author to Author
Shelly Moore: Presumed Competence



https://www.authortoauthor.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Mq8sQTEhG8

Provincial outreach Program For
the Early Years

Lisa Thomas Jen Kelly Calico Clark

Program Manager & Teacher Consultant Teacher Consultant
Teacher Consultant

lisa@popey.ca jen@popey.ca calico@popey.ca
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