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Tips for Writers - “How Do You Spell…?”

Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Teachers College Reading and Writing Project & The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

When you get to a word you’re not sure how to spell, you can ask yourself:

at

Use words you know.

bat 
sat 
chat

Listen for small words 
inside bigger words.

go ing

Hear each syllable.
1 2 3

Write what you hear.
but ter fly

Listen to each sound. a bc

Write what 
you hear. dog

Hear each sound.

talk s-l-o-w-l-y 
- like a turtle

Say it:

Stretch out long words - 
part by part.

magical

m
ma
mag
magic

Don’t forget - you can use different Alphabet Charts to help!
You can find them here.

Make sure you’ve 
got a vowel!

a e i o u

b 
u 

n 
n 

y

http://www.popey.ca/word-work

