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Today we are exploring…

• an overview of foundational reading skills and strategies 
to maximize students’ growth as literacy learners

a bit of theory - the WHY

time for practice: modelling & demonstrations - the HOW

opportunities to engage, reflect, chat & share - the YOU

Through…

GPS devices offer: 

• just-in-time, individualized support  

• continuous progress monitoring, feedback, and course corrections  

• a wide variety of choices 

• multiple routes based on preferences 

• accuracy

Think of how Global Positioning Systems (GPS) 
have transformed navigation.

This is what our students need from us,  
to navigate their learning journeys.



• pretend, imitate & practice reading behaviours

• begin to understand concepts of print

• become familiar with words, letters & rhymes 

Emergent

The Developmental Stages of Reading

Early 

• know how to break words into letters &/or sounds

• know that print represents sounds & words

• understand most concepts of print

• know how sounds translate into letters & letter clusters

• develop decoding & problem solving skills

• acquire a collection of high frequency words

• rely on pictures, initial consonants and other cues

• identify words with greater skill & ease 
• apply more complex comprehension strategies

• have a bigger bank of sight words

• stronger decoding skills

• cueing systems to support comprehension

Fluent

Adapted from - A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading - K-3 - Ontario Education

Resource Package Handout

Think About Yourself as a Reader

✦choose what you want to read 
✦read for a variety of purposes 
✦have opportunities to read for long periods of time 
✦respond through reflection, conversation, and collaboration 
✦sometimes share your thinking and insights with others

From - Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades - Miller 

You probably:

think about how you can provide your 
students with these same opportunities...

how can this inform our decisions 
related to instruction, groupings, 

our classroom library, read 
alouds, etc…?

Getting to Know Our Students as Readers…



Adapted From - Guided Reading Basics - Jamison Rog & The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell

Comprehensive Literacy Framework

Oral Language

Reading 

Active Read Aloud 

Shared Reading 

Guided/Small-Group Reading 

Independent Reading

Writing 

Modelled Writing 

Shared/Interactive Writing 

Guided/Small-Group Writing 

Independent Writing

Word Work 

Early Literacy Concepts 
Phonological Awareness 

Letter Knowledge & Sounds 
Word Solving & Structure 

Spelling Patterns  
High-Frequency Words 

Word Meaning & Vocabulary

Scaffolded Support for Reading

Active Read Aloud

Shared Reading

Independent Reading

‣ Literacy Centres 
‣ Reading Workshop Partners 
‣ Book Clubs

‣Guided Reading  
‣Small-Group Reading 

Reading TO Children

Reading WITH Children

Reading BY Children

Reading WITH Children

Children Reading Together

Breakout Rooms

‣Reflect with your group on the levels of scaffolded reading support:

what scaffolded supports are regular parts of your reading instruction? 

 is there one level of support you could offer more of to students?

*5 minutes

Resource Package Handout

Reading 

Active Read Aloud 

Shared Reading 

Guided/Small-Group Reading 

Independent Reading



Scaffolded Reading Supports
Reading Workshop & Reading Mini-Lessons

Reading Workshop/Reading Block Structure

Adapted from: Units of Study - Reading - Calkins & Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg & The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

mini-
lesson/
focus 
lesson

independent reading time

Teacher is: 
• conferring with students 
• teaching small groups 
• providing mid-workshop small 
teaching moments

Students are: 
• reading privately  

read to self 
• reading with a partner 

read to someone

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

celebration

teach

whole  group

celebrate & share

apply

small-group 
partners 

independent

mini-l
ess

on

WHO & HOW?

Comprehension 
• what are the words on the page trying to say?  
• we are teaching kids how to think while reading 

Foundational Skills 
• expand their word solving skills 
• learn new vocabulary 
• strengthen fluency (sweep and scoop the words)

Scaffolded reading experiences target 
comprehension and foundational skills: 

The Reading Workshop Framework

Adapted from - Teachers’ College Reading and Writing Project - Reading Institute



Connection: 
to what they’ve already learned

Teach: 
explicitly model & demonstrate a strategy

Active Engagement: 
students try it themselves

Link: 
to tomorrow and beyond

Format from - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

8-10 minutes

1 minute

• 2-3 minutes

• 2-3 minutes

1 minute

Demonstration — Mini-Lesson Format

Interactive Read Aloud
Whole Class Reading Mini-Lesson

From - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

The Power of Word Families

There are 37 word families that can help kids spell about 500 words 

The word families help kids make C-V-C words and also teach children a 

foundational spelling strategy

Teaching word families is high impact instruction

One known word can help you spell other unknown words - fit, kit, split 

Once writers understand a word family, sometimes they can then begin to 

recognize that short vowel sound in other words, too.



Scaffolded Supports for Working with Word Families

POPEY’s Home Learning Resources

Interactive Read-Aloud
‣Think about 1-2 word families you 
might expect to see in this book 
  

for example:  -et 
pet, get, let, bet, set

‣Type your predictions into the chat box 
before I start reading the book to you

‣Listen along as I read, and see if you hear your words

‣If/when I say your words, use the REACTIONS button 
in the Zoom toolbar to give me a thumbs up !

Shared Reading



Reading WITH Children
Small Group Reading

Level of Support - Moderate to Full Support

Guided and Small Group Reading

Role of the Educator

Role of the Students

‣ supports problem-solving and conversation

‣ participate in group reading, problem solving and conversations 
‣ support one another

From - POPEY’s Comprehensive Reading - Activities & Levels of Support

Educator: 
‣ selects and introduces new texts at the students’ instructional levels 

‣ provides support and introduces new strategies to improve reading 

‣ observes students as they read new text

What Are We Doing?

Students: 
‣ read the entire text by themselves  

‣ practice new skills and strategies

From - POPEY’s Comprehensive Reading - Activities & Levels of Support

Activities during Small-Group Reading:



A Hierarchy of Strategies for 
Pre-Emergent and Emergent Readers

engagement 

noticing details 

word choice 

sequencing 

storytelling 

understanding genre 

monitoring for meaning 

supporting ideas with evidence 

inferring 

summarizing 

fluency & expression 

elaborating 

dramatic play

From - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Resource Package Handout

which strategies did each 

teacher focus on in her 

small group work?

"If children are not spending a significant portion of their day 

engaged in texts that allow them to practice the strategies 

we are modelling, then we cannot possibly expect them to take 

on these strategies and use them independently."

From - Catching Readers Before They Fall - Johnson & Keier

Effective Routines for Literacy Instruction

Every Child, Every Day, Allington & Gabriel: Educational Leadership, March 2012

1. Every child reads something he/she chooses. 

2. Every child reads accurately. 

3. Every child reads something he/she understands. 

4. Every child writes about something personally meaningful. 

5. Every child talks with peers about reading and writing. 

6. Every child listens to a fluent adult read aloud.

From - 

The Six Elements of Effective Literacy Instruction:



Final Reflections & Take-Aways

what can you do to take care of yourself during this time?

lisa@popey.ca

@POPEYBC popeybc

*you can access the eHandout for today’s session on our website:

POPEY
Provincial Outreach Program 

for the Early Years

Lisa Thomas

www.popey.ca

POPEY on YouTube

 

Jen Kelly

jen@popey.ca

www.popey.ca

charts & printables to support students’ literacy learning

including:

www.popey.ca/home-learning

Alphabet Chart (clip art images) Alphabet Chart (photos)

Short Vowels Chart Short & Long Vowels Chart

Word Families Chart

Beginning Blends & Digraphs Chart Ending Blends & Digraphs Chart

Vowel Teams Chart

R-Controlled Vowels Chart Feelings Chart

Mood MetreWord Work Games



to support various elements of literacy development

including:

POPEY’s YouTube ChannelDemonstration Videos on 

Word Ladders

Guess the Covered Word — for Developing Readers

Guess the Covered Word — for Beginning Readers

All About Word Families

If You Know…It Helps You Know…

Making Words - for Beginning Readers

Making Words - for Developing Readers

unless otherwise noted, images from:

Educlips

Presenter Media

Storyblocks

Sources
Books

Units of Study in Reading - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

Guided Reading Basics - Jamison Rog

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell

Every Child, Every Day - Allington & Gabriel 

Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades - Miller 

Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg

The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

Pearson Canada - PM Benchmarks

The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Catching Readers Before They Fall - Johnson & Keier

Info Links
A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading K-3 - Ontario Education 

Every Child, Every Day, Allington & Gabriel: Educational Leadership, March 2012

more videos are available on POPEY’s YouTube channel
Videos

The Young People’s Chorus of New York: YouTube
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